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— 
O V E R V I E W 

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. As God’s children, we engage in the mission and rejoice 
when those lost are found. Some struggle with joining the mission, others with rejoicing in the 
salvation of others. In the sermon’s passage, Jesus repeatedly explains that he is seeking and 
saving the lost, we are meant to rejoice. Jesus calls the religious and the irreligious to repent of 
sin and rejoice in the Gospel. 

— 
C O R R O B O R A T I N G   T E X T S 

Acts 17:30; Luke 19:10 

— 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 

1. Rereading verses 1–2, why are the “wrong people” drawing near to Jesus? [what he 
offered, how he offered, who he was]. What did Jesus offer? How did he offer? Why were 
the religious leaders offended by Jesus’ association with tax collectors and sinners? 

2. In what ways do we join in the mission of the church to make disciples? How might we 
tend to avoid or neglect doing so? When was a time you rejoiced over another’s 
salvation? What do you think made the Pharisees were reluctant to rejoice? 

3. What is the difference between the older brother and the younger brother? How do they 
differ in their need of grace? In what ways are you prone to be the older brother? 

4. What are the two things these parables remind us of? [1) the lost are worth seeking; 2) the 
converted are worth celebrating]. 

5. Those who understand and receive the parable understand the importance of Christ’s 
work. They practice repentance, share the Gospel, and rejoice in conversion. Which of 
these three comes most naturally to you? Which do you struggle with? For whom we can 
join you in prayer for their salvation? 
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