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— 
O V E R V I E W 

This parable is one of the more confusing ones found in the bible. We find Jesus telling the story 
of a bad guy doing bad things and yet highlighting something praiseworthy in that man. A 
dishonest manager is called to account for wasting his master’s possessions. The manager takes 
stock of his desperate situation, realizes he has no means to provide for himself, and shrewdly 
strikes a deal with his master’s debtors to secure a safe landing place. We should be so shrewd in 
recognizing our desperate situation and hungering for grace and mercy. Jesus calls you to act 
shrewdly with your life that you may find salvation. 

— 
C O R R O B O R A T I N G   T E X T S 

Hebrews 9:27, Jeremiah 29:13, Luke 11:9-13, Hebrews 11:6, Titus 3:3-7, Matthew 6:19-21 

— 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 

1. This parable seems weird to many because it uses a negative character and negative 
behavior to illustrate a positive point. But all of God’s word is inspired and profitable for 
teaching. So what deep truth might be revealed through this complexity? 

2. The text tells us this parable is shared with disciples. Who do you think Jesus wanted 
them (and you) to identify with? [the dishonest manager] 

3. How have you—like the dishonest manager—wasted your master’s possessions? 

4. Reflect on and compare the parable of the prodigal son that immediately precedes this 
week’s passage. What are some common themes? [both the prodigal son and the 
dishonest manager recognized their desperate situation and used all of the faculties at 
their disposal to seek the favor of those that could help them] 

5. It has been appointed for man to die and then face judgement (Hebrews 9:27). Have you 
considered the cost of overcoming your future, ultimate trial? What common lesson can 
we learn from the tower builder (Luke 14:30), the king facing battle (Luke 14:32), the 
prodigal son (Luke 15:17), and the dishonest manager (Luke 16:3-4)? 

6. If you have determined that you don’t have what it takes in and of yourself, what do you 
need to do? [repent, believe in Jesus as your only hope, give, help, forgive] 
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