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— 
O V E R V I E W 

In this letter to Philemon, the apostle Paul writes that he is praying for Philemon. This isn’t some 
general prayer for his brother in Christ, but a specific petition that Philemon would be fruitful or 
effective in the sharing of his faith. The effectiveness of this sharing of the gospel results in the 
full knowledge of every good thing and glory to Christ. We learn from this text that the sharing of 
our faith has two directions outward and inward. “The faith” gives us the content and “our faith” 
gives us the credibility. The good news is worth believing because it changes our eternity and 
shows us an undeserved love. If the good news is worth believing then it’s worth sharing. The 
good news of Jesus Christ is worth believing and sharing. 

— 
C O R R O B O R A T I N G   T E X T S 

1 John 1:3; Acts 6:7; 1 Timothy 3:9, 4:1; Luke 7:50; Romans 1:8; Ephesians 1:15; John 17:1–3; John 1;  
2 Peter 3:8 

— 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 

1. Why is it that we are so slow to share Jesus when we might be so quick to share about 
lesser things? 

2. What are the two “directions” of sharing our faith? [outward (evangelism) and inward 
(fellowship/gospel encouragement inside the church] 

3. Why is it important that we share our faith in both of those directions? [so that all people 
would know God and know us as we share together one common faith.] 

4. What is the difference between “the faith” and “your faith”? [the faith: what you believe, 
content; your faith: that you believe, our confession, credibility] 

5. What does Paul mean when he says “for the full knowledge of every good thing”? [true 
deep experience of God, knowing God and knowing ourselves] 

6. If eternal life isn’t just a life where we live as immortals then what truly is eternal life? 
[knowing God. Not just the content but the author] 

7. In what ways have you been encouraged or convicted in the sharing of your faith? 

— 
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