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— 
O V E R V I E W 

Our culture favors self-esteem and holds it in high regard. While there is certainly a good side to 
self-esteem, scripture shows us that self-righteousness and self-exaltation are bad versions of 
this and will lead us to damnation. These are dangerous sins because they prohibit us from 
recognizing our sin, submitting to God’s will, and loving our neighbor. Jesus—speaking directly  
to the self-righteous—used the parable of the pharisee and the tax collector to explain that 
“whoever exalts himself will be humbled and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”  
Through this passage and in the doctrine of justification, we see that your righteousness will 
lead you into damnation; Christ’s righteousness will lead you into salvation. 

— 
C O R R O B O R A T I N G   T E X T S 

Luke 16:15, Romans 3:23, 1 John 1:8, Galatians 5:19-21, Romans 3:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Isaiah 64:6 

— 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 

1. Why is self-righteousness dangerous?  

2. In what ways or circumstances are you prone to be self-righteous? Are there some 
aspects of your life where you root your identity in comparison to others like the Pharisee? 

3. How can we identify and repent of our self-righteousness if that is what prohibits us from 
recognizing our sin? 

4. Why does self-righteousness keep us from submitting to God’s will? What does 
submission to God’s will look like for the believer? 

5. What does it mean to be justified?  

6. How should we as Christians combat our own self-righteousness? How does the doctrine 
of justification help us combat self-righteousness? 

— 
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