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— 
O V E R V I E W 

This passage illustrates not just Christ’s love for children, buta larger point regarding what the 
kingdom is fundamentally about. He’s getting at the frame of mind and attitude of heart that 
we, as his followers, need to have in order to enter the kingdom and experience a relationship 
with God. We enter and live in the kingdom by dependent, child-like faith. In light of the 
hindrances to child-like faith like our sinful self-reliance, we must look outside ourselves to Christ 
and his work for us. Specifically, we must see that Christ died for us when we weren’t righteous or 
even aware of our own neediness. It’s only when we see that reality that we’ll be brought to our 
knees in dependence on God. 

— 
C O R R O B O R A T I N G   T E X T S 

Romans 1:21-23, Proverbs 3:5, 1 Corinthians 13:11, Romans 5:6-8 

— 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 

1. Child-like faith was defined as a humble acknowledgement of our neediness that leads to 
greater dependence on God. What are some of the ways that we are needy and 
dependent on God? Why is it important that we take time to consider these? 

2. Chris brought up three hindrances to child-like faith: our culture’s high value of 
independence, the sin of self-reliance, and confusion between childish vs. child-like faith. 
What is your greatest hindrance to having child-like faith? 

3. What are some areas of your life where you have a tendency to live like a functional 
atheist? What lies do we believe when we fall into this trap? 

4. Why is child-like faith not only necessary at the point of salvation, but throughout our 
sanctification as well? Why do many of us often fall into “self-sufficiency” mode when it 
comes to our sanctification? 

5. Which of the four qualities true of those with child-like faith would you like to cultivate 
and see more of in your own life (living with vulnerability and openness, valuing all people 
as Jesus does, looking to meet others’ needs, more fully magnifying the grace of God)? 
What are some other qualities that will be true of us if we live with child-like faith? 
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