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— 
O V E R V I E W 

We commonly view others’ addictions to sin greater than our own addictions. Moreover, we 
often overestimate our own moral goodness while having a low view of our sin. In light of today’s 
passage regarding the rich ruler, if we are not considered “rich” by our own culture’s standards, 
we may feel we’re not in need of repentance regarding our money. However, in comparison to 
the standard of living experienced by most of the world, we are quite rich indeed. Worldly wealth 
can lead unbelievers to a sense of self-sufficiency and to disregard their need for God, yet even 
Christians can be slaves to their own wealth, either by seeking security in it or by constantly 
seeking more of it. Today’s passage reminds us that wealth can become an idol—a false god— 
and Jesus calls us to turn away from our false gods, whatever they may be. Thus, it is critical for us 
to examine ourselves and to assess our allegiance to Christ and our priorities. The gospel reveals 
and then reorders our greatest priorities. 

— 
C O R R O B O R A T I N G   T E X T S 

Matthew 16:13–17; Romans 3:10–12; Philippians 3:7–9 

— 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 

1. In Luke 18:20-21, Jesus challenged the rich ruler regarding the commandments, which the 
rich ruler claimed to have kept since he was a boy. Why do you think Jesus challenged the 
rich ruler in this way? How are Christians saved by the Law? [Not by our own obedience, 
but by Christ’s. Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us when we receive Him by faith.] 

2. In Luke 18:22-23, Jesus challenged the rich ruler to sell his possessions and to come follow 
Him. The rich ruler became sad, due to his wealth. Why do you think Jesus challenged the 
rich ruler in this way? Why did the rich ruler answer Jesus in the way he did? [The rich 
ruler wanted to hold onto his wealth while at the same time receive Jesus. He wasn’t 
willing to receive Jesus if it cost him something.]  

3. In your experience of being a Christian, what has your faith in Christ cost you? Be specific.  

4. Jesus called the rich ruler to repentance for his idol of wealth. What idol in your life is 
Jesus calling you to repent of? What are you exalting above Christ? 

5. What priorities in your life need reordering? How does the gospel inform your priorities? 
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