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— 
O V E R V I E W 

Do you look at wicked people—even those who are guilty of heinous crimes—and hope for them 
to be saved or wish for them to burn in hell? Or, do you desire for someone you know to be 
converted but feel they are too far gone—they’ve messed up too much? Asking ourselves these 
questions will help us gauge how well our hearts understand our own salvation—a salvation we 
are truly just as unworthy of as the most wicked. In this passage, the despised-by-all tax collector, 
Zacchaeus, “received [Jesus] joyfully” (v.6), which caused those in the crowd following Jesus  
to grumble. We must remember that salvation is gifted to the undeserving and transforms 
the unrighteous. 

— 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 

1. How were you encouraged by the message? How were you convicted? 

2. The crowd did not like seeing Jesus with Zacchaeus, “being the guest of a man who is a 
sinner.” They likely thought Zacchaeus to be undeserving and unworthy and didn’t want 
him to be shown grace. Are you comfortable with Jesus’ offer of salvation to all? Why or 
why not? 

3. Why do you think we might tend to wish for a mass murderer (for example) to burn in hell 
rather than wish for his/her salvation? What are we losing sight of and what do we need 
to remember?  

4. Do you know someone—perhaps a family member or a close friend—who you wish to be 
saved but for whom you are losing hope? What truths do you need to remember as you 
continue praying for their salvation? [note: this would be a good opportunity to take note 
of any names mentioned so you might pray for them at the end and/or in future weeks] 

5. In the same way Zacchaeus received Jesus with joy, we often need the joy of our salvation 
to be restored. Why do we so easily lose our zeal? What can we do to recover our joy? 

6. What practical, specific step(s) can you take this week to apply what you learned from this 
passage and message? 
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