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— 
O V E R V I E W 

Jesus is on his last journey to Jerusalem and as he sees the city—the heart of Jerusalem—he 
begins to publicly weep because of his love for these people. Their hearts are resisting his love. 
He’s weeping not because he’s being rejected, but because he doesn’t delight in death. The 
sorrow and anger of Jesus shows us the heart of God. 

Some of the Jews set up businesses to sell animals and also set up a currency exchange for 
temple tax. This was set up to accommodate the needs of the people, but after a while, people 
started to price gouge. Jesus calls them robbers, as they were taking advantage of God’s people 
who came to worship. Most simply this was a breaking of the third commandment. Jesus gets 
angry, and starts flipping over tables. He makes a whip and drives people out, because God hates 
this corruption of his worship. God wants his people to worship him in spirit and in truth. Jesus 
does what he does out of holy anger but also love. 

— 
C O R R O B O R A T I N G   T E X T S 

Zephaniah 3:17; John 3:16; 1 John 3:1, 4:16; Romans 5:8; Matthew 21; Mark 11; John 2 

— 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 

1. How is God’s love not like our love? How is God not an emotional being like us? 

2. Why did Jesus weep? How do we see the heart of God here? Are we worthy of God’s love? 

3. What is the third commandment and how was it being broken here in this passage? How 
do we break this commandment? 

4. Is Jesus out of control when he flips the table over? 

5. Is God okay if we “wing it” with corporate worship?  

6. How should we approach worship? [Carefully—stick to what God has prescribed.] 

7. What are some takeaways from this passage? [(1) We need to be careful at how we 
approach corporate worship. Regulative principle- scripture tells us what to include in 
our service. (2) We need to be mindful of God’s people. Care for one another as he 
prescribes.] 
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