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— 
O V E R V I E W 

In this week’s passage, we once again see the Pharisees attempting to trap Jesus by asking a 
deceptive question about His authority. Like many things in created order, we see ourselves—as 
image-bearers—implementing and exercising systems of authority in a dim reflection of God’s 
authority over creation. Also like many things in creation, these range from good to poor in 
execution. The Pharisees’ authority was, as we’ve seen in previous chapters, poorly done. We see 
abuse of authority, legalism, and false teaching. We see those who are entrusted with authority 
using it for their own methods and gains. Our example, as always, is Christ. Our ultimate 
authority is the Word of God. The Lord Jesus uses his authority to serve those under his care 
and to condemn those that oppose his rule. 

— 
C O R R O B O R A T I N G   T E X T S 

2 Samuel 23:3, Galatians 4, Amos 4:6–12, Amos 8:11, Ephesians 4, Matthew 11:25–28 

— 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 

1. Travell began his sermon asking what comes to mind when you consider “authority.” Is 
your reaction positive because of good experiences? Or is your reaction one of pain 
because you’ve witnessed abuse of authority? Or is it one of rebellion or distrust? 

2. Well-executed authority gives freedom and brings life and joy. What are some qualities of 
good authority? How can we, as believers, influence leaders and authorities to mirror and 
implement these good qualities? 

3. In contrast, abuse of authority appears in every sphere of life, including the church. 
Anyone is capable of this. What are some ways that we can avoid going down roads of 
abuse of authority? 

4. What is the significance of the question that Jesus asks (about the authority of John the 
Baptist)? Why, then, does Jesus not answer their question? 

5. What do we learn about corruption of authority from the Pharisees? How can we apply 
this knowledge to our lives? Where do we find our security? 

— 
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