
Sermon Discussion Guide:

The Promise of a Savior
Sunday, December 4, 2022
Scripture: Matthew 1:21
Series: The Promise of Advent

—
O V E R V I E W

Joseph was betrothed to Mary but had decided to divorce her quietly because she was
discovered to be pregnant. But then an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream saying,
“Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins.” Jesus saves his people from the penalty of sin, the
power of sin, and the presence of sin.

—
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S

1. Why is it significant that the angel referred to Joseph as “Joseph, son of David” and then
promised that Mary would give birth to a son?

2. Why was it important that he be named Jesus? What is the name’s Hebrew meaning?

3. In those days, some people expected Jesus to be a political savior—not a spiritual one. If
we are still looking primarily for political saviors today, what does it say about what we
think our biggest problem is, and what can we do to correct that perspective?

4. If we honestly evaluate ourselves according to Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 6:5, why
can’t our good works save us? Why do so many people today believe that their good
works can save them? What are some ways that you might sometimes think or act as if
your good works can save you?

5. Prior to this angel’s promise, how had God prepared his people to understand the serious
penalty of sin and our desperate need for a savior, mediator, and substitute sacrifice? See
Genesis 3, 6, Exodus 12, 20, 34:6-7, Leviticus 10:1-3, Psalm 130, Isaiah 53:4-6. What other
passages speak to this?

6. Celebrate that Jesus saves you from your sins by singing or reciting these words from It is
Well with My Soul:

My sin—oh the bliss of this glorious thought—my sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more! Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

7. What is the theological word that captures the idea of salvation from the power of sin? In
what sense is this progressive (Philippians 1:6) and in what sense is this believers’ present
reality (Hebrews 10:10)? In what ways does your life show that you believe that Jesus saves
you from the power of sin? How can you preach this with hope to yourself and to others?
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